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SILVER ANNIVERSARY

MADRIGAL
DINNER
CONCERT

THE UNIVERSITY UNION
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY

25 YEARS OF MADR IGALS

SILVER ANNIVERS ARY

MADRIGAL
DINNER
CONCERT
As we lift our glasses in a toast to the Christmas Season, we greet our old friends and
welcome our new ones. This Chrismas season is very special for us as we celebrate twentyfive years of Madrigal Dinner Concerts at Illinois State University. The Madrigal Dinner
Concert came to ISU in 1956, directed and produced by Bruce T. Kaiser. Dr.James Roderick,
professor in ISU's Department of Music, directed the Madrigal Singers that year. The oneday event was held before some 75 people in the old Union ballroom. This year, there are 15
performances and some 7,000 people will attend this event which is a cooperative effort of
the Departments of Music and Theatre and the Union & Auditorium.
Madrigal singing, brought to England from Italy in the 16th Century, was at first an
informal type of private entertainment at the castles and country homes of the landed gentry.
The lords and ladies performed the music themselves as they sat at dinner in the Great Hall.
Naturally, during the twelve days of the Christmas Season there was much entertaining and
singing of Madrigals. Madrigal singing continued to flourish in England and the Madrigal
Society founded in 17 41 still meets regularly in Carpenters Hall, London.
Madrigals are songs written for small groups in which several voice parts are skillfully
combined so that each part is interesting and independent, both melodically and rhythmically. The first Madrigals were quite spontaneous. It wasn't until the late 16th and early 17th
Century that they were published in written form.
With each sound of trumpet fanfare you will discover Christmas as celebrated in the
ancient traditions of Merrie Olde England. We present this annual dinner for your pleasure
at the Christmas Season. As we raise our voices to the meaning of Christmas, we wish to you
and your families a season filled with joy and beauty.

The use of cameras and recorders is prohibited.
An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action University
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PROGRAMME
A Great and Mighty Wonder (1968) .................................. Paul Feder
Text from St. Germanus (c. 634-734)
Doxology ( 1956) ................................................ .. Traditional
CantateDomino (1980) ....................................... Hans Leo Hassler
Wassail Song (1964) ............................................. English Carol
Toast (1964) ................................................ .. English Melody
Twelve Days of Christmas (1964) .................................... Traditional
Arranged expressly for ISU Madrigal Singers
To shorten Winter's sadness (1966) ............................. Thomas Weelkes
Boar's Head Carol (1956) ......................................... English Carol

DINNER
The songs presented during this portion of the program have been selected from the
repertory of the 16th century Italian and English Madrigal Schools and their related counterparts, with the exception of the final selection.
In describing the madrigal, Thomas Morley wrote in 1597 that "the parts of a Madrigal ...
go sometimes full, sometimes very single, sometimes jumping together, and sometimes
quite contrarie waies (wise), like unto the passion which they expresse, for as you schollers
say that love is full of hopes and feares, so is the Madrigal or lovers musicke full of diversities
of passion and ayres ... . It is next unto the Motet, the most artificall (artfully contrived) and
to men of understanding most delightful. "

I vostr' a cuti dardi (1980) .................................... Philippe Verdelot
A leading composer of the Early Italian Madrigal, Philippe Verdelot was born about
1480. A Fleming, he became a chorister at St. Mark's Cathedral in Venice and later choirmaster at St. John's in Florence. Verdelot produced about 100 madrigals that "may have been
the first works in this form." The text of "I vostr' a cuti dardi" refers to the suffering poet
who longs but for her glance to make him contented.

Scaldava ii sol (1980) ............................................ Luca Marenzio
Marenzio (c. 1553-1599) has been referred to as "the divine composer", "the finest
madrigalist of all", and "the sweetest swan in Italy". He was a superlative master of imitative
counterpoint and homophony, though he leaned toward a vertical harmonic emphasis. His
madrigals represent the period of final development in Italy. His style, like that of the period,
is both dramatic, yet refined. The text is descriptive of the "sun' swarm rays", the "verdant ...
shade", and the shepherd boy as he completes his tasks.

Note: The dates in parenthesis indicate the year the selection was first used in the ISU Madrigal
Dinner Concert.
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DINNER
Wann uns die Henn (1980) ................................... Baldassare Donati
An Italian organist, singer and composer, Donati became choirmaster at St. Mark's in
1590. He had been a chorister since 1550, the year he composed his first set of madrigals for
four voices. Although he was better known for his secular works than his sacred, Donati did
publish a collection of motets in 1599.
uns die Henn ", (My dear white hen ), was
composed in 1585.

Tu m'uccidi, o crudele (1966) ..................................... Carlo Gesualdo
The most quoted circumstance of Gesualdo's (c. 1560-1613) life concerns the murder of
his first wife along with her lover at Gesualdo's command. In 1594 he married a member of
the powerful d'Este family and subsequently devoted his life to musical pursuits.
Gesualdo' s madrigals were far advanced of their time, harmonically bold in the extreme,
much chromatic movement, short "block-like" segments, all devices employed for purposes
of expression. "Wann
m'uccidi, o crudele", (Would you kill me, o most cruel), a five part
madrigal probably written about 1600, is stylistically typical with homophonic texture, brief
contrasting sections, and rapid changes of tempo and key center.

Let go, why do you stay me (1980) ................................. John Bennett
Little is known of the life of John Bennett other than through his musical compositions
(1599-1614). His first publication, Madrigals to Faure Voyces, appeared in 1599. "Let go,
why do you stay me" is #4 of this set. Though not a composer of the stature of Weelkes or
Wilbye, Bennett's madrigals have been popular primarily because of their" .. . simple and
melodious character."

Farewell, dear love (1980) ............ .. .......................... Robert Jones
Robert Jones was a lesser known English lutenist and composer professionally most active in the early 17th century. His first publication of madrigals was in 1607, and the first of
his five books of lute-songs was published in 1600. It is from this latter source that "Farewell,
dear love" was taken. As most lute-songs,
has a strong melodic line in the upper
voice while the lower voices create a harmonic foundation.
"Farewell"

Fire, fire my heart (1971) ............. . ......................... Thomas Morley
Thomas Morley is one of the most characteristically English of the secular composers of
the 16th century. His style, patterned after the Italian Gastoldi, won him great acclaim in
England and frequently suggests the spirit of the English Folksong. "Fire, fire my heart", a
ballet for five voices, is truly representative of the English style with an appeal that is immediate, both to the singer and the listener.

Piping Ann and husky Paul (1976) .............................. Daniel Pinkham
As so many contemporary composers, Daniel Pinkham has displayed an adeptness for
composing for chamber choirs, a style possessing many of the characteristics associated with
the madrigal. In addition, he has composed for instruments as well as large choralinstrumental forces. But his contribution with respect to the short choral piece can almost be
described as prolific. The text of "Piping Ann and husky Paul" is by the 20th century poet
Robert Hillyer.

We wish you a merry Christmas (1956) ....................... Arr. Arthur Warrell
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DESSERT
Dances, songs, and carols from many lands and many times.

Alfred Burt Carols (1976) ................ ................ ........... Alfred Burt
0 hearken ye
Some children
Jesu Parvule
Bright, bright the holly berries
These delightful and original carols were created by Reverend Bates G. Burt, his
composer son Alfred, and Wihla Hutson as Christmas cards.
Ecce virgo concipiet (1980) ................ ................ ..... Jan P. Sweelinck
Sweelinck (1562-1621), Dutch organist and composer.
0 magnum mysterium (1973) ................ ............. Tomas Luis de Victoria
Victoria (1549-1611), called the Spanish Palestrina.

Angels we have heard on high (1964) .. .......... . ...... ..... . Arr. Franz Wasner
Traditional French carol as sung by the Trapp Family Singers.
When Christ was born (1976) ................ ................ .... Jeffrey Richard
Contemporary carol
Torches (1978) ................ ................ ....... . ....... Arr. Joseph Roff
Galacian carol appearing about 1600
Nova, Nova (1980) ................ ................ ......... Arr. Charles Boody
Carol from the 25th century
Shout the glad tidings (1979) ................ ................ ....... Ned Rorem
Contemporary Christmas song
The Lamb (1980) ................ ................ ............... Ronald Arnatt
Text by William Blake
He is born (1963) ................ ................ .......... Arr. Roger Wagner
Traditional French carol
Fum, Fum, Fum (1962) ................ ................ ........ Arr. Alice Parker
Spanish Dance carol
Ivy and Holly ( 1968) ................ ................ ... Arr. Trevor Widdicombe
Irish air
Fife and Drum (1980) ................ ................ ......... Herbert Bielawa
Based on an old English carol
Christmas Folk song (1967) ................ ................ ........ E. W . James
Unpublished modern carol
Silent Night (1956) ................ ................ .............. Franz Gruber

RECESSIONAL
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The MADRIGALSINGERS
Of illiNOiS STATE UNIVERSITY
Since its organization in 1956, the Madrigal Singers have become one of the most active
performing organizations at Illinois State University and established a national and
international reputation for tasteful, stylistic performance.
After performing at both the Midwest Regional Convention of the American Choral
Directors Association in 1969 and the National Convention of the Music Educators National
Conference in 1970, the Madrigal Singers participated in the first annual Symposium of
Chamber Music in Cambridge, England, in the summer of 1971. In 1973, the Singers traveled
to Europe to serve as the clinic choir for the Fifth Annual Vienna Symposium. They returned
to England during the summer of 1975 for a concert tour of the United Kingdom.
In the spring of 1976, the Madrigal Singers appeared at the Regional Convention of the
American Choral Directors Association in Columbus, Ohio; the National Meeting of the
Music Educators National Conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey; and represented Illinois
at Illinois Day in Washington, D.C. The singers again traveled overseas in May of 1977 and
spent three weeks in Eastern Europe performing extensively in Romania and Yugoslavia
and in 1979 returned for a three week visit to Great Britain which included a guest
.
appearance on the BBC program 'Nationwide.'
In the spring of 1980, a special performance of the ISU Madrigal Dinner Concert was
presented at Madison, Wisconsin as part of the North Central Divisional Meeting of the
American Choral Directors Association, after which the Madrigal Singers performed at the
MENC Biennial In-Service Conference in Miami Beach, Florida.
Invitations to participate in the Cork International Choral and Folk Dance Festival in
Cork, Ireland, and to present a concert in Glasgow, Scotland, will be accepted in the spring of
1981.
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The MADRIGAL SINGERS

Suzanne Brennan
Streator

Louise Ebert
Polo

Eileen Flanagan
Wauwatosa, Wis.

Elizabeth Flanagan
Dixon

Keith Guiman
Franklin Park

Terry Killough
Washington

John Muriello
Oak Park

Paul Newhall
Dwight
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Kevin Payne
Menomonee Falls, Wis.

Dan Rinkenberger
Gridley

Petra Rusev
Dixon

Debra St. Pierre
St. Charles

Daniel Schuetz
Normal

Bob Tracey
Mt. Vernon

Pete Tiggelaar
Palos Heights

Kathryn Tribbey
Kankakee
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CHAMBERLAIN

JESTER

Craig Spidle
Omaha, Neb.

Charles Misovye
Dolton

BRASS ENSEMBLE

Row 1 (Left to Right) : Michael Green, Frankfort; Robert Dickinson; Joliet;
Scott Tyler, Chillicothe. Row 2 (Left to Right): Dan Valkema, Freeport;
Michael Anderson, Fairbury; Jody Lawson, Royal Oak, Mich.
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RECORDERS and
KRUM MHOR NS

SERVANTS

Cordelia Dixon, Normal; Kathleen Spain, Danville; Jane Gemein, Chicago
Not Pictured: Fred Deese, Markham; Geri
Holmes, Evanston; Bridget Muldoon, Grand
Rapids, Michigan

Left to Right: Bruce Turner, Palos Heights;
Rebecca O'Bleness, Highland Park; Gerry Berg,
Decatur.

DANCERS

Left to Right: Robin Frank, Flossmoor; Robert Erdman, Galesburg; Drew
Doolin, Peotone; Doreen Dawson, Chicago.
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DIRECTORS
John Ferrell joined the music faculty at Illinois State University in 1961.
Prior to that time, he taught public school music in Iowa. His Bachelor's
degree was received from Iowa Wesleyan College, his Master's and Ph.D.
from the University of Iowa.
In 1962 Dr. Ferrell became director of the Madrigal Singers and in 1978
was given the responsibility of director of the Madrigal Dinner-Concert.
In addition to his responsibilities with the Dinner-Concert, Dr. Ferrell
conducts the ISU Civic Chorale and teaches Conducting and Applied Voice.

John Ferrell
Ms. Susan Sweeney is in her second year as Theatrical Director for the
Madrigal Dinner Concert. She has been at ISU since 1978. Ms. Sweeney is an
Assistant Professor in the Department of Theatre, teaching Acting and
Voice and Diction.
Ms. Sweeney studied at the University of Wisconsin, the Universite
d'Aix-Marseilles in France, the Dallas Theatre Center, and received a Master
of Arts in Acting from the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. She has
traveled extensively for USO and has worked as a professional actresssinger in Minneapolis and Chicago, and in New England summer stock
theatres.
Susan Sweeney
Herb Koerselman, Director of the Brass Ensemble, begins his seventh
year of association with the Madrigal Dinner Concerts with the 1980 season.
In addition to his teaching, he performs regularly with the BloomingtonNormal Symphony, the Ewing Brass Quintet, and as a soloist.
Prior to joining the faculty at Illinois State University in 1974, Dr.
Koerselman taught at Central Missouri State University and played
professionally with the Dallas Symphony and Oregon Symphony Orchestra.
Dr. Koerselman holds a Master's degree from Indiana University and a
DMA from the University of Iowa.
Herb Koerselman
Frank Vybiral, Costumer, has designed costumes for over 70 productions, more than 25 at Illinois State University, including the Shakespeare
Festival. Mr. Vybiral's design experience also includes work with the Pacific
Conservatory of the Performing Arts in California and the Broadway
production of "Stages."
Mr. Vybiral's Bachelor's degree was from the University of Nebraska
and his Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of Texas. Mr.
Vybiral came to Illinois State University in 1971.

Frank Vybiral
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PRODUCTION STAFF
Producer ................ . ........................ . ,Christ F. Schwelle, Director
Union & Auditorium
Assistant to Producer & Group Reservations ........................ . Cheryl Young
Costume Design for New Costumes ........ . . .............. ... .... Laura Nichols
Food Service Manager ........................ ............... Katherine Kuipers
Food Production Supervisor ........................ .............. Marcia Brimm
Catering Supervisor ........................ ................... Mary Ichniowski
Facilities Manager ........................ ....................... Tim Kearney
Assistant Facilities Manager ................ . ..................... Calvin Miller
Technical Director ............. . ........................ .......... Tom Schunk
Technical Coordinator ..... . ........................ ......... Ruth Sowers West
Stage Manager ........................ ..................... James Sowers West
Box Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Debbie Piper, Betty Knuckles

Art Lewis is Director of the Recorder and Krummhorn Ensembles performing at the
Madrigal Dinner Concerts. Dr. Lewis has been a member of the music faculty at Illinois State
University since 1972. He holds a doctorate from Indiana University. Dr. Lewis has performed with the Baltimore Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Chamber Symphony of
Philadelphia, and several others.

Robin Frank, a sophomore Theatre major from Flossmoor, is serving as choreographer
this year as well as a dancer.

RECORDINGS
Three recordings by the ISU Madrigal Singers are currently available. These may be purchased in the lobby following the performance or by contacting the ISU Music Department.
Photography by ISU Photo Services; Printing, ISU Printing Services; Publicity, ISU Public
Affairs.
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Coming to the Union Auditorium
Winner of both the prestigious Tony Award and the New York Drama Critic's Circle Award
for best musical. Don't miss this dazzling show which features the humor and musical genius
of the great Fats Waller.
Tuesday, February 3, at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $ 12, $ 10, $8 go on sale January 12.

A

A Gershwin Experience

Duo pianists Veri and Jamanis present a delightful evening of George Gershwin's beautiful
music. Treat yourself to the listening pleasure of "I Got Rhythm," "Rhapsody in Blue" and
more.
Wednesday, March 4, at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $7, $5.50, $4 go on sale February 9.

P

Piper Puppets - "Peterand the Wolf"
Half-life-sized puppets become the characters in this three-act play with music. This is a
great way to encourage children to appreciate live entertainment.
Sunday, March 8, at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets: $4, $3 go on sale February 16.

L

Les Brown and

HisBand

of Renown

Bob Hope's musical director and star of the big band era presents vocal and instrumental hits
of Dorsey, Goodman and others. Let this wonderful music bring back fond memories.
Friday, March 20, at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $9, $7.50, $6 go on sale March 2.

H

Houston Ballet with Orchestra

Emerging as one of the finest ballet companies in the nation, these 40 dancers and 25
musicians present Offenbach's romantic "Papillon." This is a rare opportunity to experience
ballet with live musical accompaniment.
Monday, March 30, at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $11, $9, $7 go on sale March 9.

Special group arrangements available.
Dinner in the Union prior to each event and the Encore Dessert Buffet afterwards can make
the theatre experience complete and convenient.
For information, call the Box Office, Noon-6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, 436-5444.
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IWNOIS STATE UNIVERSITY
UNION & AUDITORIUM

The finest in facilities and services to ensure the success of
banquets, receptions, concerts, dances, conferences and
meetings.

Beautiful 3457 seat Auditoriu m
Ideal for community events and conferences as well as University
production s and concerts

Large, versatile Ballroom
Almost 15,000 square feet for banquets, conferences , meetings,
dances and expositions

Circus Room, Old Main Room, Founders Suite, and 1857
Room
Unique rooms reflecting the heritage of Illinois State University
and Bloomingt on-Normal and adaptable to a variety of functions

Food Services
Special food services certain to enhance any event can be arranged
for most rooms. The catering staff prides itself on serving quality
food in a prompt and courteous manner

Parking facilities
Supervised 500-car parking lot with easy access to all Union
facilities

Bowling & Billiards Center
Sixteen Brunswick lanes, twenty Brunswick tables, amusement
machines and more now available for private parties.

For further information about University Union & Auditorium facilities and services,
phone (309) 438-2222.

